


                                            Spa Les Fagnes 
                                              May 12, 2025 

                                                                                      The course remains fantastic, beautifully adorned with blooming 
rhododendrons and genets. As usual, it was in very good condition, although some greens varied in speed and 
a few bunkers were irregular. Overall, the players finished with a great feeling. The genets, with their vibrant 
yellow flowers, were stunning, but on some holes, they posed an obstacle for tee shots. 
The weather was marvelous—sunny and 24°C. A few days earlier, I jokingly asked Lieve and Jean Jacques to 
stop rubbing Buddha’s belly to avoid a heat wave! 
We had 18 members and one guest, Valérie, the daughter of Mike Minne, who has joined us before. Yves 
introduced me to Mr. Delettre, the administrator at Spa, who expressed his hope to see us all back next year, 
which we will likely do. He mentioned that we need to reserve early, as they host around 150 events like ours 
each year! 
                                                                                          Personally, I faced some challenges due to my recent cataract 
surgery on my left eye. I was advised not to lean down to avoid putting pressure on that eye, which meant I had 
to kneel on the tees and greens and certainly if my ball ended by « chance « in the cup. Fortunately, my playing 
partners, Xavier on the tees and Nele on the greens, were incredibly helpful—thank you, friends! In three 
weeks, I hope to see clearly again and return to playing « normally « again ! 
JJ and Yves served as our starters—thank you, guys! 
                                                                                             Our sponsor was Chris Geyskens, President of the Belgian 
branch of the International Association of Victims of Agent Orange in Vietnam. For many years, she has 
organized the “Vietnamese Ambassadors” Trophy at Hulencourt, which will take place on June 22, 2025, to raise 
funds for the victims. She generously offered some typical Asian prizes and an incredible lottery prize: an “8-
day, 7-night stay at a 5-star hotel in Phuket.” That’s the biggest prize we’ve ever had in our competitions or 
lotteries! The lucky winner was Timothy Vispoel. Chris also treated all members present to a drink of friendship, 
and with such lovely weather, the prize-giving was held on the terrace. 
For your information, the green fee was €80, but the committee has decided to refund €15 to each player 
present, and Mark will handle this. 
                                                                                              Our next competition is at Ravenstein, finally back on the 
program after much discussion. We will play on both courses according to SNGG handicap and category rules, 
with Yves Enderlé sponsoring. Please note that we will play in the afternoon starting at 13:00, and an evening 
dinner is planned as before. Be sure to indicate in the column if you will be staying. Also, a tie and jacket are 
required, so please check the RGCB website for the club's dress code. 

 Lastly, I want to address our dress code. In recent months and years, the committee 
(especially myself) has been more relaxed about it. Moving forward, I ask all potential 
winners to change into attire other than what they wore during the game, in respect for 
the courses we visit. A jacket or tie is not mandatory except at Le Zoute and Ravenstein, 
where they are required, or at any other club we may mention on the starting list. 
Thank you for your attention and for reading. 








